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T
he orchestral music in Stephens Auditorium on Friday became a soundtrack for the arrival of

hopeful new beginnings and returns to brutal wartime realities, an anthem for the partnership

between two nations and a sonic symbol of resilience. h The Lviv National Philharmonic Sym-

phony Orchestra of Ukraine chose Stephens Auditorium in Ames as the place to end a nearly

two-month-long U.S. tour. h The orchestra planned its tour for two years in advance and knew Ames would

be a stop, with conductor Theodore Kuchar having first been on stage at Stephens in March 2017.

Kuchar at that time conducted a different Ukrainian or-
chestra on the only Iowa stop of a different tour, but during
the same Russian war against Ukraine, which at that time
had been simmering since 2014 in Ukraine’s eastern region of
the Donbas.

Friday’s performance gave people from Ukraine who’ve
settled in Ames and Marshalltown a chance to listen and
greet orchestra members after the concert. But Kuchar said
he was focused on Americans in the audience.

“It’s essential that you and all Americans realize what we
realize,” that American support not only protects Ukraine,
but the entire free world from Russian tyranny, Kuchar told
the audience at the end of the performance.

He also acknowledged that the fight has not been easy for
Ukrainians, including the members of the orchestra.

“It’s been such a physical but also emotional stress for all
of us,” Kuchar said. 

Starting in mid-January, the orchestra’s U.S. tour has tak-
en its members to venues including Carnegie Hall in New
York City, and universities and performing arts centers in
North Carolina, upstate New York, Massachusetts, New Jer-
sey, Virginia, Missouri, Illinois and Kansas — with some per-
formances having been scheduled as tightly as 24 hours
apart and with a drive across two states between.

But even life on tour is one of relative comfort, Kuchar told
the Ames Tribune during rehearsal before the concert. That
leads to conflicted feelings about being away from home,
where many orchestra members have young children or el-

‘We are very grateful’

Conductor Theodore Kuchar, standing at left, leads the Lviv National Philharmonic Orchestra of Ukraine during
pre-concert rehearsal at Stephens Auditorium in Ames on Friday. The show was the orchestra’s last stop on a U.S. tour
that began in January. PHOTOS BY PHILLIP SITTER/AMES TRIBUNE

Lviv National Philharmonic Orchestra 
plays final U.S. tour stop in Ames

Phillip Sitter Ames Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

Republicans hoping to make a
splash in the 2024 presidential nomi-
nation process may have a shorter run-
way than usual to launch a campaign
that can draw national support —
making Iowa’s first-in-the-nation cau-
cuses an even more critical early
benchmark of success. 

For former President Donald
Trump, a big win in Iowa could cement
his hold on the party and help him
build traction with voters in later
states — while a loss could indicate de-
bilitating vulnerabilities. 

And the growing cadre of Republi-
cans challenging him are expected to
face increased pressure from national
donors hoping to avoid the kind of
fractured field that helped elevate
Trump to the nomination in 2016.
Those donors are unlikely to tolerate
candidates who fail to amass serious
support by Caucus Day.

“I think Iowa’s more important than
ever this cycle,” said Bob Vander
Plaats, president of the influential
Christian conservative group The
Family Leader. “If Trump were to win
and win big in Iowa, I think he runs the
table to the nomination. If Trump is
halted in Iowa and say a (Florida Gov.
Ron) DeSantis or a (Mike) Pompeo or a 

See CAUCUSES, Page 5A

PATH TO THE
NOMINATION

Iowa 
or bust
Why the 2024 GOP
caucuses are more
important than ever
Brianne Pfannenstiel 
Des Moines Register 

USA TODAY NETWORK

WASHINGTON – Donald Trump
remains the Republican front-run-
ner for 2024, but many obstacles lie
ahead – including the prospect of
indictments, as the former presi-
dent himself acknowledged over the
weekend.

During his visit to this year’s
Conservative Political Action Con-
ference, Trump made clear he
would stay in the 2024 race even if
prosecutors in Atlanta and/or
Washington, D.C., bring charges
against him over efforts to reverse
his 2020 election loss.

“I won’t even think about leav-
ing,” Trump told reporters before a
CPAC speech Saturday in which he
attacked the “establishment” of 

‘I won’t
even think
about
leaving’

Ames enters state tourney
looking to defend 4A title
SPORTS, 1B

Trump vows
‘retribution’ as legal
threats loom
David Jackson
USA TODAY

See TRUMP, Page 4A
Ukrainian piano soloist Oksana Rapita plays during a
pre-concert rehearsal at Stephens Auditorium in Ames.

Conductor Theodore Kuchar leads the Lviv National
Philharmonic Orchestra of Ukraine.

See ORCHESTRA, Page 2A
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derly parents, and the grim news of war
continues. 

“They’re going back to hell tomorrow
afternoon,” Kuchar said of the end of the
tour.

The orchestra, based in the western
Ukrainian city of Lviv, was established
in September 1902 and has survived the
Soviet regime and German occupation
during World War II, though there were
no performances during the German oc-
cupation.

There was a moment of silence for
the Ukrainian people before the start of
Friday’s concert and the stage was dec-
orated with sunflowers as symbols of
peace.

For Sofia Ivanitska, 14 years old, who
listened in the audience with her mom,
Iryna Ivanitska, the concert was a
chance to hear a bit of home. 

Sofia and Iryna have lived in Ames
since August after leaving Ukraine’s
capital of Kyiv, where Iryna’s husband
Vladimir and 27-year-old son Vyaches-
lav remain.

“I will be happy, because it’s people
that I know,” Sofia said through Google
Translate ahead of the concert of what it
would mean to her, though her family
had not previously seen the orchestra
perform.

Sofia, in eighth grade at Ames Middle
School, plays the violin and said Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart is her favorite
classical composer.

Playing the violin has meant a lot of
things during wartime and settling into
a new home: finding new friends at
school; her mom enjoying listening to
her practice; and Iryna having recorded
a school concert to share with Sofia’s fa-
ther and brother.

Sofia hopes her father and brother
can join her and her mother in the U.S.
someday. 

Sofia and Iryna are still learning Eng-
lish, but Iryna credited the assistance of
school staff in translating what they
need.

“My mother doesn’t know what we
would do if it weren’t for the people that
surrounded us. They did a lot for us and
supported us in many ways, for which
we are very grateful,” Sofia said.

Sofia said she sees her future here,
not back in Ukraine, and America has

always been the country of her dreams.
“What pleases me most here is that I

understand new opportunities can
open up for me and my family, and I also
really liked America because people ac-
cept each other regardless of who they
are,” she added.

On stage at the end of the concert,
some members of the orchestra un-
veiled a flag, half American stars and
stripes and half Ukrainian blue and yel-
low.

Kuchar said Ukrainians believe the

war will end victoriously for them. He
said nobody had expected Ukraine
would last as long as it has against Rus-
sia’s all-out assault, and for that, “We
thank you, the Americans.”

Phillip Sitter covers education for the
Ames Tribune, including Iowa State
University and PreK-12 schools in Ames
and elsewhere in Story County. Phillip
can be reached via email at psit-
ter@gannett.com. He is on Twitter
@pslifeisabeauty.

A close up of some string instruments of the Lviv National Philharmonic
Orchestra of Ukraine during pre-concert rehearsal at Stephens Auditorium in
Ames on Friday, show some blue and yellow flair, the colors of the Ukrainian flag.
PHOTOS BY PHILLIP SITTER/AMES TRIBUNE

Sofia Ivanitska, 14, of Kyiv, Ukraine, holds her violin near the “Air Bass Guitar”
public art installation in Tom Evans Plaza in Ames on Feb. 26. Sofia and her
mother Iryna have been living in Ames since August but the male members of
their immediate family remain in Ukraine.

Sunflowers, a symbol of peace, sit backstage at Stephens Auditorium in Ames
during a pre-concert rehearsal. The flowers were later placed on stage for the
concert, the last of a U.S. tour the orchestra started in January.

Orchestra
Continued from Page 1A


